ARMED   NEEDS    BY    SEA   AND    AIR

sphere of influence and order, but not within the adminis-
tered area, a Government bridge had been built on a
caravan route, so that camels carts and even cars might
cross what at times was otherwise impassable. Several
young exclusionists were annoyed thereat, and determined
to blow up the bridge. But it was late autumn, winter
draws on, the wind in the valleys blows more than the
chill. The bold plans of the young men came to the
women's ears. A blown up bridge to the young men,
was but a lark and a feather in their tribal caps. To the
women it meant bombs among the huts and towers, bombs
among the stores of winter grain, nights in the open for
them and their bairns.

"Not good enough," thought they., and so they took
their bedding and their cooking pots and what-nots to
the bridge and camped on the roadway thereof, so that
any blowing up by their own youth should include them
and thus be out of the question. After a few days the
elders rose in their wrath demanding their women back,
cuffing shrewdly the young men aforesaid. The bridge
survived and it is evident that warning the people before
you come with your bombs and your machine guns is
not such a mug's plan as first appears. It is evident to
all and sundry wrho handle the problem, that air flying
on the frontier has its useful as well as lawful occasions.
On the other hand when the tribes and clans mean
war, and are out for a fight, that is another matter. On
clansmen holding hill-tops and passes, located among big
boulders or jagged rocks, the bomb has little effect. It
does the defenders very little harm and becomes an otgect
of derision, while the unexploded bombs give useful material
for fresh designs on bridges. The tribesmen are wont 10
deposit their head-dresses and a heaped blanket as repre-
senting themselves while the real defender is chuckling
to himself at a safe distance. When serious work has to be
done the plane moves back to the role of a valuable atuaEarjr.